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What the heck is an ePub?

The word, ePub, is short for electronic publication. An ePub is any book or 
publication that can be downloaded and read on an electronic device such as 
a Kindle, Nook, or iBook — even your tablet, desktop or phone.

I don’t know about you, but I love my Kindle e-reader. I also know that some 
books look better than others, and are easier to read on my Kindle than others. 
So, if you have a ‘book in you,’ and want your perfect customers to actually 
read what you’ve written, and enjoy reading it, start with my top 10 tips for 
creating a great looking ePub.
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TIP 1: ePubs are little websites
Before designging my first ePub I thought they were like downloadable PDF 
e-books. Far from it! EPubs are little websites made up of HTML and CSS.

PDF e-books, on the other hand, are screen shots of your document. 

TIP 2: Microsoft Word cannot create an ePub
To create an ePub you need a page layout program that can convert a publication 
into a website. At this time Microsoft Word cannot create ePubs.

Hands-down, the best page layout program for creating beautiful ePubs is 
Adobe InDesign. As a graphic designer, I use InDesign every day to create 
things like brochures, business cards, free offers, and ePubs!

TIP 3: KindleGen can convert a Microsoft 
Word file, but… 

…it doesn’t look that good. The best ePub designers tweak and proof repeatedly 
until they get the best looking version before it’s uploaded to Kindle Direct 
Publishing (KDP). See TIP #10 about KindleGen and Kindle Previewer.

TIP 4: Images need to be anchored so they 
flow with your text — they also need to be 
tagged
A lot of ePubs don’t have images in them, but if you want images, and things 
like pull quotes, you’ll want them to flow with your text. Otherwise they 
will show up in the most unusual places — typically at the very end of your 
chapter.
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Your images also need to be tagged so that people who are blind or have visual 
problems can experience your book through the aid of a screen reader. Screen 
readers work by reading an alt tag, which is a description of your image that 
you add.

FYI: Each image on your website needs to contain alt tags, too. If they don’t, 
Google will not index your site, meaning you won’t show up on search engines. 

TIP 5: To create the best looking ePub cover 
think big, fast — and small
There’s a lot of competition for people’s attention, so your book cover needs 
to stand out. They’re also tiny. Think about buying a book on Amazon: the 
covers are thumbnail size.

When I create a book cover for an ePub, I pretend I’m designing a freeway 
billboard that can be read at 65 miles per hour. 

To be eye catching I aim for:
1. Short, big bold title (3 words or less if possible)
2. Simple Typeface
3. One simple provocative image

TIP 6: Nook and Kindle require a  
Table of Contents
A Table of Contents helps your readers navigate through your ePub. If your 
ePub does not contain a Table of Contents it will be rejected. 
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TIP 7: Create your Table of Contents last
Creating a Table of Contents is a multi-step process. It’s also a bit of a workout. 

Unfortunately, after you create your Table of Contents it will not update 
automatically if your text reflows and your page numbers change during 
the editing process. So, to avoid wasting a lot of time, create your Table of 
Contents last.

TIP 8: Validate your ePub before uploading 
to any reseller
You’ll want to make sure your ePub works before sending it off to a reseller 
such as Amazon (Kindle) or Barnes & Noble (Nook). It’s called validating, and 
it ensures your ePUb is compliant with standard e-pub 2.01. Luckily, EPUB 
Validator is a free program that is easy to use, plus it will also generate a report 
telling you if your ePub has any errors. If it finds errors, the report will tell you 
exactly where they are located within your HTML file.

To validate your ePub go to validator.idpf.org. 
1. Click “Choose File” 
2. Upload your ePub
3. Click “Validate”

If you receive an Warning message don’t panic. A Warning message is not that 
bad because your ePub still passes validation. 

An Error message is different. It will require a fix because no reseller will accept 
your ePub until its error free. 

After you fix the errors, run EPUB Validator again. Confirm there are no errors. 
Upload to the reseller of your choice!
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TIP 9: You’ll need an account on Amazon 
Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP) to sell your 
book, but...
...before you jump right in and sign in with your Amazon account at kdp.am-
azon.com/ you might consider creating a separate account for Kindle Direct 
Publishing (KDP). I do. It keeps my clients’ book sales separate.

.

TIP 10: Kindle books are unique ePub files
Amazon uses its own proprietary ePub software to create Kindle books. After 
you’ve created, validated and fixed your ePub for errors, you’ll need to jump 
through a few more hoops to convert your ePub file to be read on Kindle 
devices. 

1. Go to kdp.amazon.com and sign into your KDP account
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2. Install KindleGen: KindleGen re-assembles your ePub so that it can be 
read on a Kindle

3. Install Kindle Previewer: Kindle Previewer requires that you have Kindel-
Gen installed first

4. Run Kindle Previewer and check-out your Kindle book

5. Tweak and edit if necessary

6. Upload!

Need Help?
Most business owners don’t need to know how 
to design and upload their ePubs, they just 
need to know how to pick up the phone and 
call Nancy Fields at 413-584-1185. 

Twenty plus years as a freelance graphic designer, e-marketing and ad-
vanced computer skills, editoral experience, one year in radio, two years 
in television production at WGBY TV, plus twenty five years as a callig-
rapher and book artist, have all enriched my ability to communicate on 
many different  levels, and in many different mediums.

Today, I combine my editorial and graphic design experience to create 
great looking ePubs and professional, profitable WordPress websites with 
all the bells and whistles for authors and anyone who has ever said, “I’ve 
got to write a book!”

If tech “stuff” has you ‘stuck in the muck’ and is holding you back from 
getting your book out, contact me. Schedule your a free 15-minute con-
sultation today to find out how I can help move your project forward, so 
you can say, “You can buy my book!”
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